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HOW COULD YOU LET THIS WHAT HAPPENED? WHEN SOME GUY CAME OUTTA NOWHERE-- 
HAPPEN WOW=-AT THE MOST І ¿€FT, THESE MEN STARTED SHOUTING THINGS, HOLDING 
CRUCIAL STAGE OF OUR | WERE LOYAL! RALLIES, MAKING ACCUSATIONS -- 
RE-ORDERING OF PRIORITIES? 


P 


WHY HAVE THEY TURNED 


AND HE WAS ITS AS IF 
AGAINST STARK USING SOME THEY WANTED 


MIGHTY POTENT TO BELIEVE — 
LANGUAGE. HIM. 
Ñ 


INDUSTRIES? 


ONE WUT YELLS 
"COMMUNIST" AND 
EVERYBODY JUMPS! (А 


THEY THINK YOU'VE AND HE STAYED 
SOLD OUT TO THE WITHIN THE 
COMMUNISTS, SIR. LAW? 


“COMPLETELY! H/S MEN ALWAYS DIO THEIR 
LEAFLETTING ON PUBLIC PROPERTY." 


БЕ YER AN 
AMERICAN, 
READ THIS, 


“in CAN, IN соор 

CONSCIENCE, WORK 

FOR SUCH A MAN." 
INCREDIBLE! 


AND HERE'S THE 
GARBAGE THEY WERE 
HANDING OUT. 


QUESTIONED US. NOW 
THAT WE'RE TRYING 


TO HELP, RATHER 
THAN KILL-~/ 


AND SOON, THE 
CALL 15 PLACED-- 


ме KAHN? THIS 
15 ANTHONY STARK. 


THANK YOU, BUT 
I NEED AN 
EXPLANATION--! 


YES, IT'S TRUE 
I'VE OFFERED TO 
SHARE THOSE 
DISCOVERIES-- 


THE FOOL ! OF 
COURSE, I COULD 
SAY NO MORE. 


RECOGNIZE 
MY VOICE. 


WHO'S WELL, £ WANT ТО 
ВЕ МО | | KNOW EVERYTHING 
1215 | | ያደን ወ 
4 YESS/R! 
RIGHT AWAY, 


MR. STARK! 


--НАУЕ THE SWITCH- 
BOARD RING THIS 
"GENE KAHN" FOR ME! 


WORKERS WANT A 
VOICE IN THEIR 
COMPANIES' POLITICS. 


AND WITH MY UNION 

AS THEIR REPRESENTATIVE, 

THEY SHALL HAVE 
JUST THAT. 


I CAN SAY 
VO MORE 
AT THIS TIME. 


AND N KAHN'S 

OFFICE --MOCKING 
LAUGHTER 

FILLS THE AIR. 


BLAS T-- HE 


„> HUNG UP! 


MY APOLOGIES, ЖА/Т 
FRIENDS. ግሓ 


FACT, НЕ HEADS 
UP HIS OWN 


ер 
РАУ 


- 


ፖመ га 
т” 


2 


THAT POLL. 
THE REST OF 


AND YOU, STARK, 
IAD BETTER FACE 
ср... FACTS! / 


THIS STRIKE COULD SPELL 


ВЕ iF IT DRAGS ON--KEEPS 
US FROM MEETING OUR 
PRODUCTION QUOTAS-- 


IT'S HARD JUST KEEPING 

AHEAD OF INFLATION, 
SO HAPPY AND Т 

` DECIDED.., 


YOU'RE WIRED -- 
AS OF RIGHT 
vow. 


‘ow. е ? 
ያ ЧЕСТ. 
МИ аа? 
AS МУ PERSONAL 
SECRETARY--AGAIN! 
IT'S GREAT ТО HAVE ДА 
YOU BACK! Уа 


THAT MEANS 
SETTING UP THE 
FACILITIES FOR 
A PLANT- WIDE 

POLL, 


BUT--DON'T 
THE MEN 
REALIZE 


THE CHANCE 
THEY'RE TAKING? 


ፊ 
IT'S EASY ТО SEE 
YOU'RE A LAWYER, 


THOSE GUYS THINK 

THEY'RE STANDING UP 

FOR AMERICA OUT 
THERE! 


THANK YOU, MR. 
STARK. I KNOW 
IT'S A BAD TIME 
TO BE BARGING 
IN, BUT-~ 4 


THE WAY SHE 

LOOKS АТ МЕ-- 
DOES SHE 
STILL,,,Z 


IT'S GREAT 
TO ВЕ BACK. 


THANKS- 


мо, COOL 77, 
PLAYBOY--SHE'S 
г MARRIED... ло 
w YOUR BEST 
FRIEND. 


THE APOTHEOS/S OF TECHNOLOGY-- 
THE ARMOR OF /RON МАМ-- GLOVES 
PULL ОМ-- MAGNETS АСТІУАТЕ-- MOLECULES 
POLARIZE TO STEEL TOUGHNESS -- 

А HERO 2// 6.5 ONCE MORE/ 


LOOK, IRON MAN, WE 


AIN'T BARGAININ' WITH PREACHES 


NO BODYGUARDS--| |STARK--AND 1-- NON ти 
MUCH LESS АМ ARE FIGHTING FOR осе 
AVENGER GONE HUMANITY! 

= 


TRAITOR! 


50, НЕ SENDS € ь 
US HIS SHELL- = 
HEADED PAL! WP 


WOWEE! CAN YOU BELIEVE | 
WE ACTUALLY SCARED 
OFF TRON MAN? F 


І CAN ACCOMPLISH ) 
MORE ВУ CHECKING ў 
та ОМ KANN == y> 


AND OUR TAKEOVER 
OF STARK'S FACTORY 
15 ONLY THE START! 


SOON, ALL THE WORKERS OF 
AMERICA WILL ВЕ BUT PAWNS-~ 


QAIEANWHILE, IN NY --70 ove use! Ж Ж PRECISELY, J | 
HIS MANHATTAN м RIGHT, B055? Ж, LAN | 
“OFFICE”, GENE ЕЛ AS — да 
4 | ) / Ж 
< | | Z 


--IN GENE КАНМ G 
2 MASTER GAME- 


ў 22652292726 LAN! 
SOON.. VERY SOON... 7 


І SHALL BRING THIS 
NATION TO ITS 
KNEES! 


BAH! WHAT 15 
MERE CASH 
WE WILL REWARD ~~ 2 


SUCCEED! 


WE MUST i / ші 
7 к ሓረሪ N 
SUCCEED! --PLACED BESIDE а 
РОММЮН ОУЕК 


> 
NEVER BEFORE THIS NATION ? 


HAVE І SCHEMED 
50 CAREFULLY-- н 


-- VIRTUALLY 
РЫ CHOREOGRAPHING 
መ EVERY STAGE OF 


UNLESS MY KNOWLEDGE OF 
«АРУ 15 ALOT RUSTIER 
THAN MY ARMOR -- 
ATTEMPTED MURDER 
4S А СКІМЕ-- 


AND, FRIEND, YOU 


/ 
JUST АТТЕМР С 7 
7 


Жз YOUR CHAIN 
ሣ MAIL SAVE 
А YOU FROM-- 


I KNOW WHO Z AM, 1 
MISTER. WHAT І WANT-- 


-IG A LOOK 

AT THE FACE 
OF AMERICA'S 
LATEST WOULD- 
ВЕ DICTATOR! 


“GENE KAHN" --ОЕ 


COURSE !А WORD-PLAY 
1 BREAKIN’ АМО ENTERIN'-- 


ASSAULT-- DESTRUCTION 
ОҒ РКОРЕВТУ--! 


2 


E IIIE 

ኣን 

5 |] 
WS ላ 


POLARIZED 
CHAIN MAIL, 
BRIGHT-EYES -- 
IT MAKES A 
DIFFERENCE! 


ТМ SURPRISED 
АТ YOU, MANDY! 


TOSSING A COUPLE 
OF PETTY THUGS 
AT ME? 


BAH! THESE ARE 
MERE INFILTRATORS~~ 
AGENTS. 


NOW, MEET GENE 
KAHN'S BAND OF 
~-ENFORCERS! 


KNOW WHY MR.KAHN 
HIRED ME, IRON MAN? 


ALWAYS DID 
WANNA SEE HOW 
I'D MAKE OUT 
AGAINST AN 
AVENGER! 


IT'S TRUE--NO 
ORDINARY MAN COULD 


KEEP ON ME THIS WAY-- 


'CAUSE I GOT FISTS THAT HAVE 
DON'T FEEL PAIN! ВАС 


ЗЕЕ? ІСАМ 
POUND YOU-- 
BATTER You! 


TO STRIKE 
к WOW-- 


YOU COULD BE A ) 
STONE WALL! 


GUFF COULD STILL 


PUNCH YOU ALL 
DAY! 


MAYBE--BUT I'VE 
GOT ል HUNCH.,, 
A УЕР GLASS JAW! 


SORRY, МЕ. KAHN... 

ОК MANDARIN...OR 

WHATEVER YOUR 
МАМЕ 16,,, 


u IF IRON MAN CAN 


TAKE OUT GUFF THAT 
EASY--HE’S TOO MUCH COWARDS! YOU'LL 
FOR US! РАУ FOR THIS! Ë 


THE AVENGERS GOT 
WORD OF YOUR 
BATTLE WITH THE 
(INHUMANS A YEAR 1 


ОК SO AGO--* ' # 4 \ 
' y 


ኒ 
--50 т KNOW 
THAT YOUR POWER 
RINGS WERE TAKEN 
FROM YOU. 


Ff 


// ኒ 
ss 


THOSE YOU'RE 
WEARING ARE 
NOTHING BUT 
HARMLESS 
DUPLICATES... 
AREN'T THEY? 


WHAT-- NO 
А ANSWER? 


*AMAZING ADVENTURES #3 4 --к.7 


SIMPLY NEVER 
OCCUR, MY 
FRIEND. 


М FOR, AS YOU SEE, 
MY RINGS ARE QUITE 
FUNCTIONAL. 


AND NOW, EMPLOYING 
ANOTHER ONE, І 
BECOME WHAT Т 
TRULY ዳዳ“ 


BLAST! I'D HOPED TO STAY ) 2 
OUT OF THE FRAY MYSELF-- 


BUT iT SEEMS І MUST 
BRING THE POWER OF 
MY RINGS TO BEAR! 


DON'T KID 
ME, MANDY. 


OKAY, THEN--GET THIS: И! 
I COULD CRUSH YOU 
RIGHT NOW-- ሠብ 
BUT, INSTEAD, ІМ TAKING Ў 
YOU BACK ТО STARK'S 


? 


BECAUSE I WANT 
TO HEAR YOU 

| CONFESS 

| EVERYTHING - | 


--ТО THE MEN YOU SOUGHT 
TOWICTIMIZE. THAT 
HUMILIATION-~ 


UNCONSCIOUS, IRON ESPECIALLY AFTER THE 
MAN? HOW SAD. WAY 1 HAVE SUFFERED 
| THIS YEAR PAST. 


THIS MOMENT OF 

TRIUMPH SHOULD 

BE SHARED AND 
SAVORED -- 


дез? 
L 

ION] сам теу | 

APPRECIATE س‎ \ 

Wg HY PERHAPS I HAD 

ШИ? -- REACHED FOR ТОО 

— 4 MUCH -- TOO --A POWER 
SOON...FOR І THAT WOULD 

SOUGHT-- | TRANSCEND 


ANY ON 
EARTH... 


“FHE EYE ОЕ YIN-- THE SOLE 

MONUMENT ТО А RACE OF 

SORCERERS WHO STRODE THIS 

PLANET IN DARK DAYS LONG 
PAST. 


“ሠ ум HAD 
LEARNED THEIR 
SORCEROUS 
SKILLS=- 


WHOM 
THEY CONSIDERED 
DEMONS BUT WHO, 
UNDOUBTEPLY-- 


“AXONN-KARR,..FROM WHOSE 

SPACESHIP I HAD OBTAINED MY 

RINGS! MY COURSE OF ACTION 
WAS OBVIOUS --і 

I SHALL MAKE A --МНЕКЕ Т 

PILGRIMAGE TO DISCOVERED 

THE DREAD REGION-~) THE MYSTIC 


АМО THERE SHALL I 
SEEK THE MEANS BY 
WHICH I MAY 
RECLAIM THEM! 


“-- WERE ANCIENT 
VISITORS FROM 
ANOTHER WORLD. 

BUT EVEN 
STRANGER... 
ү - 


“НЕ УМ TEXTS DESCRIBED THE DEMONS AS 
LOOKING MUCH LIKE AXONN-KARR -+ THE 
ALIEN DESTROYED BY MY FOREBEARS IN 


“--THE INTELLIGENT 


WAS SO TERRIFYING 
THAT /7-፦ 


"FOR WEEKS I WANDERED, POUBTFUL 
THAT I WOULD EVER FINO THE 
SHIP AGAIN. UNTIL~~ 


ATLAST! THE 
РКАЯОМ-ВОМЕС THAT 


STILL UN- 
3| MARRED BY THE 
Е RAVAGES OF 


WHAT A 
POWERFUL 

RACE HIS 
MUST HAVE 


“Амр AGAIN HISTORY REPEATED 
2672 FOR SO ҒАФС/МАТЕР WAS J 


"THAT І LOST MY FOOTING AND 
TUMBLED... 


“% LIVED IN THE SHIP FOR А 
WEEK--REAPING EVERY LOG [P г. 
53 


TAPE, CHECKING EVERY СНАКТ--! 
“ее 
УА К, 
w 
» እቃ ሠ 


ТАМО ALMOST BY INSTINCT, І 
SENT OUT A MENTAL 
COMMAND -- 


ITS STILL 
HERE! MY 
ANCESTORS 
BE PRAISED! 


“a= WHICH LINKED /75 WEARER 

ТО THE RINGS-- PLUGGED HIM 

IN! AS 17 WERE -- ANP EM- 
POWERED НМ... 


XS ( 


4470 OPERATE 

THOSE RINGS 
BY REMOTE 
сомткоц!т 
PONNEP IT. 


2 222228 


р “--А SUMMONS THAT DREW 
ON THE ENERGIES OF 1 
SUNS AND ‹ይዳሪሬ4 ዣ/ይድ-- 


RINGS ТО LOOSE ALL THE 

PENT-UP POWER OF THE 
EYE OF YIN, THUS 
FREEING THEM -- 


FROM THEM FOR- 

EVER. I WONDERED | 
/МРЕЕР IF THEY P 
WOULD WORK | 


“--ТЕМ RINGS THAT 
COULO POWER A 

STARSHIP ACROSS 

VAST SPATIAL сүре ይሽ 
/4/ MERE HOURS. 


“А5 І PLACED THEM ON 
MY FINGERS, І SENSEP 
THAT THE EYE OF 
YIN'S POWER--~ 


“44/2. SECURE IN THAT KNOWLEDGE, Z LET /Й 
” LOOSE А CRY OF ጋድም/ዳለ/ሮፎ--/" Й 
| KNOW THIS, WORLD! Ў ҮҮ ሪያ ያ 
ለጻ ነ THE MANDARIN Io И Ж 
І. гай 


Ny 
ЖЩ | BACK--MORE DEADLY 
2 THAN EVER BEFORE ! 


Ў AND YOU SHALL EITHER 
| SUBMIT то MY RULE 
--OR ВЕ CRUSHED! 


“Бот THEY PID. 


--то BRING THIS 
PLANET UNDER 
MY RULE, AS DID 
MY ANCESTORS! 


= 


AND T SHALL 
HAVE THAT 
GLORY! I 
SWEAR IT 
ON THESE 
RINGS! д 


TRUTH: WRITING за), ие THOUGHT WE'D GIVE 7 А РПУ YOU WERE МОТ 
THE PRECEDING HIM (ANP YOU) A BREAK ВУ ТГ AWAKE TO HEAR МУ 
SEQUENCE HAS ANSWERING A ZILLION ላ LITTLE TALE, TRON MAN. 
BLOWN POOR REQUESTS AND SHOWING “a - 
STEVES MIND. YOU JUST WHAT MANDY'S 
RINGS CAN BO! 
Қы: 2 де 
GREATER 
PITY THAT 


--ЕОЕ THE 
BEDTIME 
STORY! 


ም AW мамеут ጋ 
WAS JUST RESTING! 
BUT, THANKS 2 
ANYWAY-- 


SO! YOU WERE 

MERELY FEIGNING 
UNCONSCIOUSNESS 
--А6 I SUSPECTED! 


መታ 


W оос: now Yano more- 
YOU KNOW Ў you KNOW 
THE EXTENT TT WILL МОТ 
OF THE HESITATE 
powert Д то use 
POSSESS... т: 


VERY 
IMPRESSIVE, 
FU MANCHU. 


Foot: THAT Зб 


І SHALL РО 
WITHOUT МУ 


111 BELIEVE 
ІТ WHEN YOU'VE 
BEATEN ME. 


2 CAN SMASH 
ANY THING 


ANO ГАМ МОТ 
RESTRAINED ይሃ 
GUTLESS OATHS 


VY WHEN т 
STRIKE-- 


YOU SEE, WHILE 
PORING OVER 
THE YIN 


TEXTS, I WAS 
ALSO-- 


--HONING MY 

BATTLE SKILLS 

TO PERFECTION. 
AND NWOW-- 


GOT A FIGHT 
ON MY HANDS, 
ርጋ З 3 


MOW ро YOU 
COMPREHEND WHAT IT 
#ይ YOU HAVE 
CHALLENGED? 


YOU ARE BUT 
A PAWN OF 
TECHNOLOGY... 


AWHILE Ж 
AM THE 
MANDARIN! Д 


YOU ARE А SLAVE AND YOU--YOU'RE JUS 
TO YOUR TRANSISTORS, ANOTHER TWO-BIT VILLAIN 
BUT I WHO'S ALL MOUTH AND 
NO CLOUT! 


YOU GROW TOO 
CONFIDENT, 
IRON MAN" ል 


22 2 


HAVE YOU 
FORGOTTEN 
ALREADY-- 


AH! EXCEL LENT. OUR 
ARENA SHALL BE 
STREETS- НЕКЕ M 


--МАУ 
FUTURE SUBJECTS МЕ ЖЕР 


ОЕТ ВАСК--ТНЕ 
WHOLE WALL OF 


THAT BUILDING - =, ነ% 
1 -16 А й 
то с ወረረ APSE: 3 


ENDANGERING 
тү | INNOCENT 
\ 4/УЕ5 Now! 


/ тв МОТ 
\ FUNNY--! 


Д? 


YOU'RE NOT \W I'VE NEVER 
SAFE ON SEEN ANY- 
THE STREETS | 

IN DAYLIGHT | 

ANYMORE! Д 


መ= 
ው": Lf 
Ж rr 
THAT'S IT IRON МАМ-- ቼ፪፻ AND ONCE ENRAGED, 
COME CLOSER! FOR I FIGHT TO THE 


NOW-- I, TOO, AM DEATH! 
ANGERED! 


THAT'S JUST 
WHAT а” 


І 
УОШ'Р SAY! 
YOU'RE ОМ! | 


І SWEER АТ 


YOUR SENTIMENTS, 


AND REPLY-- 


POUND YOU 
INTO THE 
GROUND, 
MISTER! 


REASONING } 


WITH НІМ-- Д 


HIS RINGS WERE 188) ሸ 4 SHORT CIRCUIT-- 


-- MY 
4 (ee 
Cc 
/ iy > 


Б 17 “ноў is не = OOH--NUMBING ENCASED IN SOLI 
) POING THiS? З) COLD.., / ІСЕ--САМТ MOVE-- 
ብ уь |||] 1 Вит IF І САМ 


Ж NEVER THIS 


ም 


Ст TR УШИ, 7 ፲፻] 
ГІ» ( WS WRECK MY 
„ıı, SEND THE N BEST WEAPON 


FEEDBACK HEA Š TO РО іт... 


МУ NEW LASER 
BLASTERS” 


# MENTIONED LAST 
ISH. - - ROY. 


YOU NEVER 
THOUGHT то 
SUCH A CRUDE PLOY 
MIGHT BE EFFECTIVE 
AGAINST NOTKE 
F 


--Вит NOT A 
MAN WHO WIELDS 


И? ў \ 


= 


тм АЙ; Фиг ОЕ амар 
[4 CKS, MANDARIN. 
YOU ACTUALLY THOUGHT тіс መው 
THE BATTLE HAD THE BEST І САМ РО 15 
ENDED?! SSS MK 


IT'S ONLY 
JUST BEGUN 
-- Tin 


Ë VE BEEN JAMMED WITH 
CALLS ABOUT YOU! YOU 


COMIN! PEACEFULLY, OR-- 2, ; 


(RON MAN--TELL 
THESE CRETINS 
TO STAY BACK, 
OR TLE BURN 


YOUR BEST ISN'T 
ENOUGH, AVENGER! ДИ 
LOOK! A 


SS ላታ X ; 
ኛ (А 
F —z 4 F і 
> | 
THE MYSTIC HEAD- ~E Wy /| 
BAND! 50 THATS “а % 
4 HOW YOU AMPLIFIED BETTER DO AS 
POWER!!! JIN says, MEN. 


WE'RE TOO EVENLY MATCHED, || 
IRON MAN. A 


BUT THIS HEADBAND GIVES 
ME POWERS YOU CANNOT 
CONCEIVE! AND NOW--I 
USE IT TO SUMMON: ,, 


IT CAN'T BE! 

THAT LOOKS 

LIKE МУ OLD 
ЕМЕМУ-- 


JEEZ, THE 
SARGE TOLD 
ME THERE'D 

BE DAYS 

LIKE THIS! 


— 


—<—<— 
— — | // 
27” POINT OF FACT, THERE HAS ` 5 
NEVER BEEN A DAY LIKE THIS-- YOULL LEARN HIS SHOCKING SECRET — 
FOR THAT NOT ONLY LOOKS LIKE AND EXPERIENCE A WHOLE NEW IRON MAN-- 
Каана O MERT IESUEL 


Dear Roy, Mike, George, Jim, and Vince, 

поп Man! Alone! A hero! A true hero—one without 
neuroses or psychoses, a cautious but confident, hard- 
hitting but sensible hero, a hero who knows where both 
һе and it are at, а hero worth his salt! And unhampered 
by a tortured love-life (as almost all his romances so 
far have been), what he does, being what he is, always 
with a purpose, and yet never selfish enough to see 
people in need of help and not stop to aid them. That's 
the Iron Man І like. And that's the IRON MAN that's 
back in issue #53. I'm glad he's back, and I'm grateful 
to Mike Friedrich for bringing him back. 

The story, “Тһе Black І ата!” was great, so great, 
іп fact, that | can’t think of anything bad to say about 
it. Not a...single...thing! So I'll just end by saying І 
don t think Raga should be brought back from the dead 
for another appearance or re-appearance — he was 
great but should remain in Iron Man's list of defeated 
one-shot villains — | look forward to the guest-starring 
of The Sub-Mariner in next month's issue — boy! һауе 
those two had some fights over the years. | look 
forward to the succeeding issues of Iron Man by Mike 
Friedrich, and | wish there were more stories like the 
one in Iron Man #53, (No complaints!) Wow! 

Sincerely, 
Lester G. Boutillier 
2726 Castiglione St., New Orleans, La. 


And wow back, Les! "Ті a great boost to our morale 
to receive а no-complaint rave (tho natch, it’s equally 
helpful to read some healthy, constuctive criticism, 
like Mike Lettner’s missive below... ). You тау be 
pleased to learn that now that Mike Friedrich has suc- 
cessfully relocated in his native California he’s able to 
return to Shellhead’s scripting as of next issue... with 
a grateful tip of the hat to Steve Сегрег5 excelent 
interim tales. Gorgeous George stays on the art, of 
course. 

However ме ме got a slight divergence of views re- 
garding Tony's “tortured love-life.” We feel it’s because 
of the girls he’s known and deeply involved himself 
with that he is the way һе is: “cautious but confident, 
hard-hitting but sensible.” So we don’t plan to let up 
on the ladies in his life by any means. In fact, keep 
your eyes on the next couple of issues, where some 
comix-history-making developments are planned in 
this connection! 


Dear People! 

In IRON MAN #53, one of your readers wrote in the 
letters page his personal ideas about how your covers. 
should look. Namely, the whole “раре” filled with art- 
work апа no borders. Well, since you “dropped the hat” 
to any and all, | will put my two cents in happily. | 
agree with John Anderson, that Marvel should drop the 
borders around their covers and go back to using a full 
cover — filled with art! 


R F 0 (Real Frantic One)—A buyer of at least 3 Marvel 
«ГАЗ. mags а month. 
Т iv, B (Titanic True Believer) — A divinely-inspired 

of ዱቃ» ‘No-Prize’ winner. 


N 5 (Quite "Nuff Sayer) — А fortunate frantic опе 
0. “2. who's had a letter printed. 


SOCK IT те 


SELLER 


o Yo MARVEL COMICS GROUP, 575 MADISON AVE. МУС /0022 о 


KNOW YE THESE, THE HALLOWED RANKS OF MARVELDOM: 


1 will try to clarify my reasons, With borders around 
the cover, | get the feeling you gents are limiting your 
artists, keeping them from filling up a whole cover 
with that beautiful flourishing and unlimited work 
Marvei is noted for. The border cramps everything into 
one small, over-filled area. | certainly can't appreciate 
good art if | have to strain my eyes to look for it. Please 
remove the borders and І will be another “satisfied 
customer” of Mighty Marvel. 

Sgt. Mike Lettner 


Telephone Exchange: APO NY 09281 


Mike, what can we say? . . . 'сері to tell ya that after 
much discussion around the Bullpen we've finally come 
around to agree with you and the numerous others who 
have written in, expressing the same opinions. As is 
blastingly apparent by now, Marvel's covers are explod- 
ing over the entire space available... and now that 
же ге back, we kinda wish we had more room! 


IRON MAN: 

In IRON MAN #53, Mike Friedrich has given us the 
new era's villain. No longer powered by the force of 
physical power, but by the power of the mind! Obvi- 
ously, Raga was a renegade pupil of the Black Lama, 
sent forth on the mission of the Gathering Of Wills only 
because he was fiery enough to collect such people. 
The Black Lama cannot be evil, because he knows of 
the Karmic Balance he faces. Perhaps he renders no 
good, either — (witness his abstinence from the battle 
in issue #53). | see no reason why such particularly 
excellent characters continue to play minor roles and 
bit parts in your magazines. There’s nothing wrong 
with slanting a story to some character other than the 
title character once in a while. Nonetheless, thanks to 
Mr. Friedrich, and І remain yours, until the Black Lama 


has tea with the Ancient Ë 
! | с Don І. Tyler, President, 


And-what-ever-happened-to-Wyatt-Wingfoot Fan Club 
304 West 21st Street, Little Ark, Rockensas 


Wyatt Wingfoot... Wyatt Wingfoot . . . where һауе we 
heard that name before? 

From his thundering horde of fans, that's where! 
And Marvel never argues with a crowd of true believers 
...50, upcoming FANTASTIC FOUR ishes will once 
again showcase the return of... (опе guess!). 

But back to Iron Man, huh, people... we can’t really 
agree that the Black Lama “cannot be evil.” An aware- 
ness of the universal karmic balance does not preclude 
an attempt to shape the forces of karma to one’s own 
ends...which is pretty much where we figure Black 
Lama is at. You may have noted the reason the Lama 
deserted Raga was because his disciple deviated from 
his plans, and thus brought destruction on himself. 
Ме ге sure Black Lama still harbors his plans of world 
dominion...and we're equally sure, therefore, that 
we'll be seeing him again, battling a Marvel hero out 
to stop him! 


Keeper Of the Flame) — One who recruits а 
newcomer to Marvel's rollickin’ ranks. 
(Permanent Marvelite Maximus) —Anyone pos- 
sessing all four of the other titles. 

{Fearless Front-Facer) — An honorary title be- 
stowed for devotion to Marvel above and beyond 
the сай of duty. 


K.O.F. 
P.M.M. 
EEE. 


MARVEL BULLPEN BULLETINS е MARVEL BULLPEN BULLETINS е MARVEL BULLPEN BULLETINS 


FOUR OR FIVE PHENOMENAL FLASHES, FITFULLY FASHIONED ТО FIGHT LETHARGY! 
(Or: Those Wedding Bells Are Waking Up That Old Bullpen Gang ОГ Mine!) 


zine has just featured a full-length piece 
оп Spidey’s sensational new scripter, 
GERRY (GERARD F.) CONWAY! Hmmm 
«..The Monster Times . . .The New Yorker 
... Looks like there are no worlds left 
for the ol’ wall-crawler to conquer, "серї 
maybe the Ladies’ Home Journal! But, 
who knows — maybe one of these fine 
days —! 


he took over as editor some time back, 
summer vacations are over and Roy’s 
got а full contingent (two — count "ет 
— two!) of editorial assistants to help 
him out — so now maybe he and Smilin’ 
STAN can finally find time to confer on 
all the cataclysmic changes and sur- 
prises they plan to unleash on you in 
the near and dear future! And when they 
do — watch out, wondrous опе!! 
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STAN LEE’S SOAPBOX 


It worked, gang! You proved that you 
really do read the nutty news, notes, 
and nonsense which we try to cram 
into these pulsating pages each 
month. For the past few issues we've 
been sockin’ it to you with our 
memorable mentions of the latest 
Marvel mystery known as — ҒООМ. 
We hoped some of you would notice, 
and we figured we might even get a 
letter or two asking what FOOM was 
а! about. But never in our wildest, 
wackiest flights of fancy could we 
have anticipated the fantastic flood 
of mail with which you've bombarded 
us demanding an explanation! So 
okay! The time hath come to pierce 
the veil of secrecy and illuminate the 
stygian darkness of most ignoble 
ignorance! And yet, FOOM is too 
much fun — too zingy a secret — 

blow the whole bit in this one column. 
Instead, let's uncover just а part of 
the awesome answer and keep the 
Suspense swingin’ a while longer. 
FOOM is a name — composed of the 
first letters of four special words. 
Two of those words are ''of' and 
“Marvel”. The other two? See if you 
can guess what they are by next ish. 
И you can, consider yourself no- 
prized, and don’t breathe a word of 
it or we'll drum you out of the corps! 
If you can't, don't despair — you 
won't be deprived of the agonizin’ 
answer much longer. So, till next 
time, keep the faith, face front, and 
don't do anything FOOM wouldn't do! 


ITEM! With a pair of brawny barbarians 
named CONAN and KULL currently the 
toast of comicdom, we figured it was 
time we bowed to countless requests to 
add yet a third sword-wielding hero to 
our legend-laden lineup! So, step aside 
for THONGOR, WARRIOR OF LOST 
LEMURIA — a stunning new series which 
debuts in the current issue of CREA 
TURES ON THE LOOSE! Thongor is the 
cataclysmic creation of fantasy writer 
(and sometime Conan author) LIN 
CARTER, and is the star of some half 
dozen or more best-selling paperback 
books! Story and art are by GEORGE 
ALEC EFFINGER and VAL MAYERIK — 
and wait'll you dig how these two tal- 
ented newcomers really move out! That's 
THONGOR — in CREATURES — now on 
the loose! End of plug! 


MIGHTY MARVEL CHECKLIST 


Now On Sale! 


SPIDER-MAN #118: This is it! The way- 
out wind-up, as Spidey takes on both 
the deadly Disruptor — and the lethally- 
strong Smasher! A thrill on every page! 
FANTASTIC FOUR #132: The uncanny 
Inhumans! The ominous behemoth called 
Omega! Pius — the most shock-laden 
epilogue ever! Miss it not! 

CAPTAIN MARVEL #25: Take it from us 
= The start of a world-shattering new 
storyline, destined to make C.M. one of 
the most-talked-about tities in comic- 
book history! 

MARVEL TEAM-UP #7: Together for the 
first time! Spidey and Thor, the mighty 
God of Thunder! All this — and а sur- 
prise super-baddie, to boot! 

SPOOF #4: You've read Dracula—you've 
dug Васша — now, feast your eyes (ай 
four of ‘em) оп none other than — 
BLECHHuila! Plus — а Spoof squint at 
Marcus Welby, M.D.! 

CREATURES ON THE LOOSE #22: Like 
we said: Thongor, Warrior of Lost 
Lemuria! More we gotta tell you? 

Not to mention this Lineup of Liltin’ 
Landmarks: 

THOR #209 (Day of the Super-Druid!) 
— HULK #161 — CAPTAIN AMERICA 4 
THE FALCON #159 — AVENGERS #109 
— SUB-MARINER #59 (Namor takes on 
New York—and Thor, for good measure!) 
DAREDEVIL #97 — IRON MAN #56-- 
CONAN THE BARBARIAN #24 (“Тһе 
Song of Red Sonja" — #1 on any hit 
parade!) — HERO FOR HIRE #7 (A Yule- 
tide action epic, no less!) — CLAWS OF 
THE САТ #3—CHAMBER OF CHILLS 
#3 (“Тһе Thing on the Roof!” Robert 
Е. Howard strikes again!) - TOMB OF 
DRACULA #7 — CRYPT OF SHADOWS 
#2— WAR 15 HELL #2 — AMAZING AD- 
VENTURES #17 (Special! The origin of 
the blockbustin’ Beast!) — KULL THE 
CONQUEROR #7 — MARVEL FEATURE 
#8 (The agonizin’ Ant-Man fights сл!) 
— WEREWOLF BY NIGHT #4—MARVEL 
PREMIERE #7 (Dr. Strange — hot on the 
trail of world-devouring Shuma-Gorath!) 
NIGHT NURSE #3—SGT. FURY %108-- 
plus other gargantuan goodies too 
numerous to mention (so we won't)! 
Get "ет ай, pilgrim! Like the man said 
—a prize in every package! 


ITEM! Apology time, people! A couple of 
months back, we announced we were 
planning а deluxe edition of miraculous 
MARVEL ORIGINS for release by 
Christmas "72! Well, our recent expan- 
sion to well over three dozen titles a 
month (or had you been counting?) has 
left us just too blamed breathless to get 
it all together in time for the Holidays 
— so we'll have to beg off for a little 
while, okay? Honest to Irving Forbush, 
though — it’s only a slight delay, not a 
permanent setback — and we'll clue you 
in on the exact release date the minute 
we know it ourselves! In other words — 
watch this space! (Not that it's doing 
much of anything, but at least that'll 
keep you out of mischief till our awe- 
some ORIGINS book goes on sale!) 


MARVELOUS MARVEL MINI-ITEMS! A 
special vote of thanks from ROY and 
JEANIE THOMAS, and from Jaunty JIM 
STERANKO, to the warm-hearted souls 
who made them Guests of Honor at the 
New England Comics Convention held 
recently in Boston, Mass.! Believe ‘em 
when they tell you — it was а Бай! е 
Talk about shockers! For months now, 
scripter STEVE ENGLEHART and our pal 
SAL BUSCEMA have been laying the 
groundwork for some far-out and far- 
reaching new developments in the life 
of our own shield-slingin’ CAPTAIN 
AMERICA! And this is the month when 
it all comes home to roost! A word to 
the wise...! е Finally, now that Stain- 
less Steve has gone over to full-time 
writing chores, let's welcome aboard 
Dauntless DON McGREGOR, whom 
longtime Marvelites will recall from about 
a zillion letters-pages, and who's now 
helping Казсайу ROY and STEVE (Baby) 
GERBER handle all our prodigious proof- 
reading chores! For the first time since 


Excelsior! 


for 


ITEM! The big news around mighty Mar- 
vel this month is — a wedding! Nope, 
Spidey and Gwen haven't taken the big 
step yet — and bashful Ben Grimm is 
still footioose and fancy free — but the 
Hulk's very own HERB TRIMPE and 
lovely LINDA FITE (scripter of THE CAT, 
what else?) finally decided it was time 
they tied the knot! As these deathless 
words are penned, they've just said 
their “І do's” and split for some top- 
secret location (the Hulk-Buster Base, 
perchance?) for a full-scale honeymoon; 
then it's back to Fun City and more of 
our delirium-inducing deadlines! Last we 
heard, Herb and Linda hadn't yet formu- 
lated any plans for оі” Greenskin to start 
going steady with the ever-clawing Cat 
— but from now оп, don't take anything 
for granted, hear? 

ITEM! Face it, friend — the whole wide 
world is going SPIDER-MAN happy! The 
other day, a wild new bi-weekly called 
The Monster Times devoted an entire 
issue to our web-spinning wonder, with 
a sizable (and well-deserved) spread оп 
artist JOHNNY ROMITA! And now, who 
but the prestigious New Yorker maga- 


